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Passive resistance nothing avails, and the financial CHAP.
system outlined above is designed to leave no xvm
room for passive resistance on the part of Dominion
governments. A ministry could scarcely prevent
revenue from flowing into the exchequer account,
without being caught in the meshes of their own
law by their own courts. But no such attempts
are likely to be made if, in any event, the Imperial
Treasury is authorized by law and dearly able in
fact to go past the recalcitrant government and
collect its revenues from the taxpayers themselves.

Now does the procedure outlined above clearly Expert
enable  the  Government,   in   case  of  default,   to oftheSm
collect the customs or other revenues which the foregoing

scheme.

Court may assign for its use ? On this particular
point doubts have been raised by financial experts
whose opinion no amateur would care to ignore.
The Supreme Court, it is said, might make an
order transferring the collection of the customs
or other revenues to the Imperial Treasury; but
if the officials refused to accept service under the
Imperial Treasury, it would have no skilled officials
of its own through whom to collect the revenues.
And the matter, it is added, will come to a practical
test. From the present war we learn, that the
existence of states depends in the last resort on
their power to borrow. The United States would
never have beaten England, if Congress had not
been able to raise from its sympathizers in Europe,
as well as in America, a certain amount of money
by loan. But Congress was unable to meet these
loans, and in 1786 defaulted, simply for want of
the power to distrain on the goods of the individual
taxpayer. Continental securities sank to one-tenth
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